
President’s Report 

 

I have had a happy start to my role as President, 
and thank you all for the way you have accepted 
“the school teacher”. 

My job has been made very easy by all the hard 
work that has been done by Desley and her 
committee in making our DDBC environment such 
a pleasant one. 

Our numbers of members are increasing, and you 
are all aware of the rapid increase in the number 
of tables on both Monday and Friday. The new 
committee is working well and I thank them all for 
their efforts and support. 

By now you will all know that Frances Jackson has 
left the district to live at the Gold Coast. We 
therefore are missing our “Chief Sandwich 
Maker”. However, Providor Pauline has willingly 
offered to continue making sandwiches with help 
from members who offered their help until the 
end of the year. The situation will be reviewed at 
the AGM. I hope to have the chance to make a 
special presentation to Frances later in the year. 

From all the other reports you will know how the 
bridge is progressing. However, I want to make 
special mention of our Novice Congress, which 
was a great success, especially in a year when 
some have had to be cancelled. My thanks to our 
Convenor Robbie Fulton and to Judy Reynolds, 
who, together with Roy and Pauline, organized 
the food for the day. Thanks also to Jan 
McIlwraith for her floral decorations for the day. 

The introduction of tutorials has been a great 
success so far, especially with the use of power 
point and our new projector and screen. Thanks 
to Ian Jesser for all the hard work he does 
preparing them. 

I would like to acknowledge the work of all our 
Directors who do such a good job. Please support 
the trainee Directors as they begin to “go solo”!! 

The Tournament Committee has produced, and 
Management has approved, a Behaviour Policy 
for the club. This is an attempt with the rules of 
bridge and the Regulations of both the QBA and 
the ABF to make all members aware of their 
responsibilities at the table to ensure a happy 
competitive environment. The Policy is presented 
elsewhere in the newsletter – please read and 
digest it. 

One of our members recently celebrated his 90th 
birthday. Congratulations Roley Lavers. May you 
enjoy many more years of bridge at DDBC. 

I would like to thank all of you who continue to 
help Pauline with afternoon teas. Some may think 
it is unnecessary, but the social aspect of the 
break in play makes a very pleasant part of bridge 
at DDBC, which we hope to continue. 

The Committee has decided to hold a Charity Day 
on Monday 22nd October. The nominated charity 
this year will be Paradise Kids. We will start with a 
Bring and Buy Stall and a raffle at 11.30 followed 
by bridge at 12.30.We suggest you have an early 
lunch and generously support this worthy cause. 
Cost for the day will be $10. Flyers will be out 
shortly. 

Good luck to all of you playing in our Club 
Championships. I hope as many of you as possible 
will support our Swiss Pairs Congress on 30th 
September. 

Happy bridging 
Barbara Wippell 
 
Director’s Report 

 

With the considerable increase in player numbers, 
there is an increasing load on the club’s directors. 
Also as the standard of bridge improves, there are 
more calls on the directors as players become 
better acquainted with the rules. 

We are not able to have non-playing directors for 
sessions, and directing while playing is a distinct 
disadvantage, so players are urged to make the 
directors duties easier by following these simple 
steps listed below. 

• Arriving on time and taking their places as 
soon as possible so that movements can be 
determined. 

• Socialize at afternoon tea or after the game. 

• Move tables (without complaint) when asked 
by the directors to facilitate the movement 
arrangement.  

• Keep the noise to a minimum. We are a very 
noisy club in general. 

• Move promptly when the move is called. It is 
inconsiderate to keep the next pair waiting 
while a conversation is finished. 



• DO NOT conduct post-mortems on hands 
played. This slows the game and gives unfair 
information to players at adjacent tables. 

• DO NOT debate a director’s ruling at the 
time. Lodge an appeal after play if you feel 
disadvantaged. 

• Avoid any behaviour that offends your 
partner, your opponents, or anyone else in 
the room. 

Many clubs are short of qualified directors. It is an 
onerous qualification to obtain, and the lack of 
co-operation by players means it is often not a 
pleasant duty to perform. We cannot afford to 
lose the directors we have. 

We have the reputation at Darling Downs of being 
a friendly club with a good playing atmosphere. 
Attention to the above will help to keep it that 
way. 

L A Kelley 

Chief Director 

 

Tournament Committee Report 

 

I have pleasure in reporting that the Tournament 
Committee has met on three occasions since the 
AGM. I am Chairman, Richard Newman Secretary, 
Ned Kelley Chief Director, Barbara Wippell 
Masterpoint Secretary, and Nev O’Connor, Ian 
Jesser, Roey Kelley, Gillian Whitehouse, Robbie 
Fulton are our Directors. We have four trainee 
Directors; Roy Reynolds, John Hede, Brian Wippell 
and Michael Doherty, who attended Nev’s 
Director’s course. I am very pleased that they are 
now taking a more active part in the process, 
which will bring added confidence. Please give 
them your support and encouragement. 

Noise still remains an issue, but we think it is 
improving. 

We have formulated our Behaviour Policy for the 
club, which appears in this newsletter. 

Ian Jesser’s three tutorials have been well 
received with the next one on Monday 27th Aug. 

Our club heat for the GNOT was held on Sunday 
15th April and was won by R Dean, D Mundell, E 
Willis, and J Lindenberg. GNP club heats were well 
supported on 14th, 21st, and 28th May with 12 
pairs eligible to play at Regional Level. Club teams 

were closely contested on Sunday 20th May, and 
were won by J Buckley, V McClement, L-M 
McRoberts and J Henderson. We were very 
pleased that our first attempt at teams’ scoring by 
Compscore2 worked well. 

Mixed Pairs were again well attended on the 
Monday of the Queen’s Birthday weekend and 
were won by Ian Jesser and Pat Pemberthy. 

The two weekly restricted pairs were successful 
on Monday 16th and 23rd July and won by Jordan 
and Rosemary Steenbeek. 

We had 6 tables at the first Sunday Challenge on 
July 8th and hope for as many or more at the next 
one on Sunday August 12th. 

We were very pleased with the Novice Congress 
numbers and hope that the Swiss Pairs in 
September will be as well attended. I would like 
to thank Robbie Fulton for his continued support 
as Convenor. 

The use of ABF system cards is not good, so we 
need to continue to promote this on club days 
because they are mandatory in championships, 
congresses, and state and national events and 
should be used at all times. 

It has been a happy start to the year and I am sure 
the next few months will be also. 

Merna Atkins 

 

 

 

 
 

Winners Are Grinners at Novice Pairs Congress 
 
 
 
 



Masterpoint Secretary’s Report 

 

The New Year has seen the introduction of the 
new web site for the ABF, which seems to be 
working well and allows us to enter our 
masterpoints as we wish. It is also easier for 
members to look up their points. 

www.abfmasterpoints.com.au is the address. 

All you need to do then is click on award details 
and type in your ABF number. When your points 
appear, click on details for a full report for the 
year. 

Any queries you have with your points need to go 
through your Masterpoint Secretary, and not be 
addressed to the ABF. 

The club has earned the following masterpoints 
since January 1st until 30th July: 

Green 265.79; Red 29.25; and Gold 75.68. 

These figures don’t include points earned at 
Congresses. 

Promotions so far this year include: 

Kay Blakeney Local 
Dawn Brosi Local* 
Sue Crooke State 
Rhondda Dean National* 
Ann Hawker Club Master 
Rosemary Kelley Life 
Jenny Newman Local* 
Cel Phillips Local 
Bill Purcell Graduate 
Nick Willems Regional 

 
Barbara Wippell 

 

 
Viva La France Says Sue Crooke 

Providor’s Report 

 

Here we are with more than half the year over 
already! 

The catering has progressed smoothly thanks to 
the generous support of the Committee and 
members who have volunteered to make slices, 
cakes, and help with sandwich making. 

There is a roster system in place so therefore 
many members are only required to volunteer 
once or twice a year. 

Our resident Sandwich Maker Extraordinaire, 
Frances Jackson, has moved away. She is sadly 
missed by all of us and I would, together with the 
rest of the club, like to acknowledge the huge 
contribution that Frances has made quietly 
making sandwiches on a weekly basis over a long 
period of time. Our sincere thanks and we wish 
her well for the future. 

The club catered for the Queensland Open Teams 
Zone Qualifying Round held at the Toowoomba 
Bridge Club, who generously supplied the venue 
and facilities on the 17th June. President, Barb 
Wippell, catered and co-ordinated the day with 
aplomb! 

On 22nd July, our annual Novice Pairs was held 
and beautifully catered for by Judy and Roy 
Reynolds, with support from many members. 
Thank you to everyone concerned. The day was a 
success in every way with 21 tables participating. 

Hopefully we can look forward to the remainder 
of the year with the same degree of co-operation 
and goodwill that has been so forthcoming thus 
far. 

Thank you one and all. 
Pauline Lutton 

 

Congress Convenor’s Report 

 

The DDBC Novice Congress went off without a 
hitch. We had no last minute pullouts or 
cancellations and this enabled me to allow my 
‘swinging pair’ to enjoy their day by adding a 21st 
table and thus ensuring they were able to play. 
Play started on time - which is always good, but 
seldom achieved. There were no unusually long 
breaks between rounds and, believe it or not, 
there were no major hold-ups for slow play. 

http://www.abfmasterpoints.com.au/


If you were fortunate enough to finish your round 
early, then there were plenty of culinary delights 
to whet your appetite. Snacks and nibbles were in 
abundance. Barbara’s little helpers were all over 
the place like a rash, and plates were replenished 
before you could get your fingers out of the way 
quick enough! 

From the bridge point of view, clubs were well 
represented in the placings for prize money. 

“A” section had winners from Redland; 2nd place 
from Toowoomba; and third place went to Darling 
Downs. 

“B” section was a little less balanced in that first 
spot went to a Toowoomba/QCBC pair; and 2nd 
spot was shared equally by two Toowoomba 
pairings. Results can be found on the QBA site 
under RESULTS. 

A very interesting fact about our Novice Congress 
has to be the way in which Barbara mustered a 
strong field for the day. To organize the event and 
to have 21 tables on the day is a big feather in the 
club’s cap. Only three weeks earlier Northern 
Suburbs Novice Pairs in Brisbane had to be 
cancelled. They had only 7 tables entered for their 
Congress. They are a bigger club than the 
Toowoomba Bridge Club and have a membership 
upwards of 500 people. Whatever happened to 
their Novices? 

Coming soon will be the Darling Downs Swiss 
Pairs; Sunday the 30th of September. Barbara has 
organized it this year with Chris Snook again being 
the Director, and I shall be the Congress 
Convenor. Time to start entering our pairs. I can 
be contacted by phone, email, or by posting your 
entry to my work address. All information is on 
the entry form. 

But ***DANGER, WILL ROBINSON, DANGER*** 

Don’t leave entering until the last minute, with 20 
tables I should imagine we will fill up quickly!!! 
 
Happy bridging 
Robbie Fulton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DDBC Behaviour Policy 
 
Expected Behaviour 
 

• Greet opponents when they arrive at the 
table and thank them at the end of the 
round. 

 
• Being a good ‘host’ or ‘guest’ at the table 

will help both opponents and partners 
enjoy the game. 

 
• Congratulate your opponents when they 

have made a good bid or play. 
 
Unacceptable Behaviour 
 

• Do not criticize your partners or 
opponents. 

• Do not make any negative comments 
about partner’s, or opponents, bidding 
play. 

• Any intimidation, rudeness, insinuation, 
profanity, violent behaviour or threats 
thereof are totally unacceptable. 

• Do not discuss hands after the round has 
been called. 

• Do not object to a call for the Director or 
dispute his/her ruling. If you are unhappy 
with the ruling, lodging an appeal is the 
correct procedure. 

 
Penalties 
 

• The Director will award penalties when 
he/she is satisfied that a breach has 
occurred.  The offending player will be 
fined 25% of a board; or 3 imps.  (This is 
doubled if both partners are guilty.) 

• ONE WARNING will be given to each 
player before applying a penalty.  The 
Director of the day is required to record 
such warning in the Recorder’s Book. 

• When unacceptable behaviour occurs, call 
the director immediately, indicating that 
the player, or pair, are jeopardizing the 
enjoyment of the game (Law 74A). 

 
 

Each King in a deck of playing cards represents a 
great king from history. 
 
Spades  King David 
Hearts  Charlemagne 
Clubs  Alexander the Great 
Diamonds Julius Caesar 


